Becoming a Leader By Following Christ

—

Become the kind of leader that
people would follow voluntarily;

even If you had no title or position.

Leadership is a quality that many people strive to develop. Whether it's in
professional settings, family dynamics, or personal growth, being a leader allows
us to make a positive impact on those around us. While there are countless
leadership theories and strategies out there, one often overlooked source of

guidance for becoming a leader is found in the teachings of Jesus Christ.

The Leadership Example of Jesus

When we think of Jesus, leadership may not be the first characteristic that comes
to mind. However, His life and teachings provide rich insights into what it means
to be a leader. Jesus demonstrated servant leadership, a leadership style that

prioritizes serving others and putting their needs above our own.
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Jesus consistently displayed humility, compassion, and empathy towards those

around Him. He taught His disciples to lead by example and to be willing to make
sacrifices for the greater good. These qualities are foundational for any

successful leader.

Embracing Humility

Humility is a core aspect of leadership, and Jesus modeled this throughout His
life. He willingly took on the role of a servant, washing the feet of His disciples
and humbling Himself before others. Humility allows leaders to connect with their

followers on a deeper level, as it removes ego and promotes a sense of equality.

By following Christ's example of humility, leaders can create an environment of
trust and respect. They acknowledge that they are not infallible and are open to
learning from others. This fosters collaboration and encourages individuals to

bring their best ideas forward.

Showing Compassion

Compassion is another important quality that Jesus exemplified. He spent time

with the outcasts and marginalized, showing them love and acceptance. As
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leaders, it's crucial to show compassion to those we lead and ensure that their

wellbeing is prioritized.

Compassion cultivates a sense of belonging and creates a supportive
atmosphere. Leaders who genuinely care about their team members' personal
and professional growth forge strong relationships based on trust. This
encourages individuals to take risks, contribute their unique perspectives, and

ultimately, enhances the overall effectiveness of the team.

Practicing Empathy

Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of others. In Jesus'
interactions with people, He consistently demonstrated empathy, offering comfort
and healing to those in need. This trait is vital for leaders to possess, as it

enables them to connect with their team members on an emotional level.

Leaders who practice empathy foster an environment where individuals feel
valued and understood. They take the time to listen to their team members'
concerns, validate their experiences, and offer support when needed. This results
in higher levels of employee engagement and satisfaction, ultimately leading to

greater productivity and success.

The Challenges of Leadership

Becoming a leader, particularly one who follows the example of Christ, is not
without its challenges. Jesus faced opposition, criticism, and betrayal throughout
His leadership journey. Similarly, leaders will inevitably encounter obstacles along

the way.

However, by staying true to the principles taught by Christ, leaders can navigate

these challenges with grace and resilience. They can draw strength from their



faith and trust in God's plan. Recognizing that leadership is a journey of growth

and learning allows leaders to embrace the difficulties and emerge stronger.

The Enduring Impact of Christlike Leadership

Leaders who strive to follow the example of Christ leave a lasting impact on those
they lead. By putting aside personal agendas and prioritizing the needs of others,
they create a culture of inspiration and motivation. Their commitment to
authenticity and integrity not only enhances personal growth but also fosters an

environment where all individuals can thrive.

, becoming a leader by following Christ provides a solid foundation for effective
leadership. Humility, compassion, and empathy are key qualities that Jesus
embodied, and aspiring leaders can learn valuable lessons from His teachings.
By embracing these values, leaders can create positive and lasting change in
their respective spheres of influence. Through servant leadership, individuals can

transform themselves and the world around them.

Sources:
- Holy Bible
- "Leading like Jesus" by Ken Blanchard

- "The Servant as Leader" by Robert K. Greenleaf
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You've got to stand for something in a world that will fall for anything.

Are you afraid to be different? How often do you follow everyone else just so they
don't think you're weird or an outsider? What happens when you find yourself at
the big end-of-the-year party and you're challenged to take a swig of beer or
make out with the cute guy headed toward you? At what point do you walk away?
A big part of being a Christian who leads is standing against something you know

is wrong. You don't have to go with the flow all the time.

To be a leader, you've got to be different. Your peers will observe you and the
choices you make, and if you make that decision to go against the social order
and stand up for what you believe in, others will notice. If other girls follow your
example, there could be an incredible revolution across our generation. It takes
only one to make a change. You can be a leader. Are you willing to be different?
(Being a Girl Book 3)
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