
Batting For The Poor - Striking a Blow Against
Poverty
Poverty is a persistent global issue that affects millions of individuals and
communities around the world. In order to combat this problem, various initiatives
and organizations have taken up the cause of empowering the impoverished and
providing them with opportunities for a better life. One such initiative that has
gained substantial recognition is "Batting For The Poor". In this article, we will
delve into the details of this remarkable initiative, exploring its mission, impact,
and how it aims to make a difference.

Understanding the Mission

Batting For The Poor is a non-profit organization that aims to alleviate poverty
through the sport of cricket. It was founded in 2010 with the vision of using cricket
as a tool to enable social change and uplift underprivileged communities. The
initiative believes that sports, especially cricket, can be a catalyst for positive
transformation, providing better opportunities and empowering individuals.

The mission of Batting For The Poor is multifaceted. Firstly, it seeks to provide
access to cricket coaching and infrastructure to children from low-income families
who would otherwise be unable to afford such facilities. By doing so, it not only
promotes physical fitness but also imparts important life skills such as teamwork,
discipline, and perseverance.
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Secondly, the initiative aims to identify talented individuals from impoverished
backgrounds and provide them with opportunities to receive professional training
and mentorship. This not only nurtures their cricketing abilities but also offers a
pathway for potential future careers in the sport.

Thirdly, Batting For The Poor collaborates with local schools and organizations to
establish cricket programs and leagues, fostering a love for the sport among
young individuals. By creating these opportunities, the initiative encourages
positive engagement, healthy competition, and community building.

Making an Impact

Since its inception, Batting For The Poor has made remarkable strides in its
efforts to combat poverty. It has reached out to numerous communities, providing
cricket coaching and infrastructure to children who would otherwise never have
had the chance to experience the sport. The initiative has witnessed tremendous
success stories, with many youngsters discovering their passion for cricket and
realizing their potential.

One such success story is that of Rahul, a young boy from a slum area who was
introduced to cricket through Batting For The Poor. With the support and training
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he received, Rahul's talent blossomed. He went on to represent his school,
district, and eventually his state in various cricket tournaments. Today, Rahul is a
role model for other aspiring young cricketers, proving that dreams can be
achieved, regardless of one's background.

Batting For The Poor believes in the power of mentorship and has partnered with
renowned cricketers and coaches who actively engage with the children. These
mentors not only provide technical guidance but also serve as inspiring figures,
instilling values of determination and perseverance.

In addition to providing opportunities for the underprivileged, Batting For The Poor
has also contributed to the development of local infrastructure. The initiative has
built cricket academies, grounds, and training centers in disadvantaged areas,
enabling children to have access to quality facilities to hone their skills.

Future Goals and Ways to Get Involved

Looking ahead, Batting For The Poor has ambitious goals to expand its reach
and impact. The initiative aims to establish partnerships with governmental and
non-governmental organizations to create a sustainable framework for cricket
development in impoverished communities.

Individuals can contribute to the cause by volunteering, donating, or participating
in fundraising events organized by Batting For The Poor. These contributions go
a long way in providing resources, equipment, and scholarships to deserving
individuals. By supporting this initiative, individuals can be a part of the journey to
break the cycle of poverty and create a brighter future.

Batting For The Poor is a remarkable initiative that utilizes cricket as a means to
empower the impoverished and provide them with a chance for a better life. By
offering coaching, mentorship, and infrastructure, the initiative aims to transform



communities and break the barriers of poverty. Through success stories and
positive impact, Batting For The Poor is making a tangible difference in the lives
of many, proving that sports can truly be a tool for social change.
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Sheppard first came to prominence as a cricketer in the 1950s. An opening
batsman, he was selected for England while still at Cambridge, and later
captained his country. In the 1960s Sheppard was a leading figure in the
campaign to sever sporting links with South Africa, a crucial factor in the ending
of apartheid.

Converted in his first year at Cambridge, Sheppard was ordained into the Church
of England in 1955. His curacy in Islington gave him a passion to serve the
church in the inner city, a calling he fulfilled as warden for twelve years of the
Mayflower Centre in Canning Town. Following his appointment as Bishop of
Woolwich in 1969, he published a major text about his work in urban areas, Built
as a City.
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David Sheppard made his biggest mark as Bishop of Liverpool from 1975-97,
forging a pioneering partnership with Archbishop Derek Worlock, his Roman
Catholic counterpart. For twenty years the two worked tirelessly to revive the
fortunes of the city, helping to break down its many internal divisions. In 1991
Sheppard was seriously considered for Archbishop of Canterbury following
Robert Runcie’ retirement. 

In 1997 Sheppard was awarded a life peerage, and played an active role in the
Lords, and as a writer, speaker and preacher, until his death in 2005. 

This biography draws on the papers left by Sheppard in Liverpool Central Library,
other archival material, and more than 150 interviews conducted by the author.
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