
Bare Knuckle Prize Fighting In America: The
Return of a Gritty Sport

In recent years, a new trend has been emerging in the world of combat sports.
Artists and fans alike have begun to embrace the raw and gritty nature of bare
knuckle prize fighting. Stemming from the early days of America, this brutal form
of combat has found a resurgence in the modern era, captivating audiences with
its unfiltered intensity and captivating storylines.

A Historical Throwback

Bare knuckle prize fighting traces its roots back to the 17th century when it
became a popular form of entertainment in America. Back then, it was referred to
as "pugilism" and was mostly an underground sport that drew large crowds who
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gathered to watch men fight bare-knuckled in makeshift rings. The bouts often
lasted for hours, showcasing the fighters' sheer strength and endurance.
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As the years went by, regulations and a shift in public sentiment led to the decline
of bare knuckle fighting. The of gloves and modern weight classes in the sport of
boxing acted as a way to make the fights safer and more standardized. Bare
knuckle fighting was eventually outlawed in the United States in the late 19th
century, pushing it further into obscurity.

The Modern Era: A Resurgence

But now, bare knuckle prize fighting is making a remarkable comeback. Fueled by
a desire for something different and a nostalgic longing for the grit and
authenticity of old-school fighting, fans are flocking to witness these modern-day
gladiators go toe-to-toe.

Organizations such as the Bare Knuckle Fighting Championship (BKFC) have
risen to prominence, providing a platform for fighters to showcase their skills in
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the ring without gloves. With fighters like Artem Lobov and Jason Knight leading
the charge, these events are gaining traction and attracting a new wave of fans.

The Appeal of Bare Knuckle Fighting

What makes bare knuckle prize fighting so captivating? It is the rawness of the
sport itself. Without gloves, every punch thrown and landed carries significant
weight. The absence of padding magnifies the impact of the blows, making each
fight more intense and unpredictable.

Furthermore, bare knuckle fighting brings fighters back to their roots, stripping
away the technicalities and rules that govern traditional boxing. It allows for a
more instinctive and aggressive style of fighting, where fighters rely on their
natural abilities to outmaneuver and overpower their opponents.

The Controversy
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Unsurprisingly, the resurgence of bare knuckle fighting has not been without its
fair share of controversy. Critics argue that the sport is too dangerous, posing a
higher risk of serious injuries compared to gloved boxing. They raise concerns
about cuts, broken bones, and concussions that come with bare knuckle fighting.

However, supporters of the sport argue that the fighters willingly participate, fully
aware of the risks involved. They claim that modern rules and medical protocols
implemented by organizations like BKFC ensure fighter safety to the best extent
possible.

The Future of Bare Knuckle Prize Fighting

As bare knuckle prize fighting continues to gain momentum, the question arises:
What lies ahead for this gritty sport? Will it become a mainstream form of combat
sports or remain on the fringes?

Only time will tell, but the growing popularity of events and the rise of
organizations dedicated to promoting the sport suggest that bare knuckle prize
fighting has the potential to carve out a niche for itself in the realm of combat
sports. Fans are hungry for a raw and unfiltered experience, and bare knuckle
prize fighting offers just that.

Whether you love it or hate it, there is no denying the impact that bare knuckle
prize fighting is having on the fight world. It represents a throwback to a simpler
and more savage time, captivating audiences with its brutality, excitement, and
the allure of witnessing fighters truly giving it their all.
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"It didn't occur to me until fairly late in the work that I was writing a book about the
beginnings of a national celebrity culture. By 1860, a few boxers had become
heroes to working-class men, and big fights drew considerable newspaper
coverage, most of it quite negative since the whole enterprise was illegal. But a
generation later, toward the end of the century, the great John L. Sullivan of
Boston had become the nation's first true sports celebrity, an American icon. The
likes of poet Vachel Lindsay and novelist Theodore Dreiser lionized him—Dreiser
called him 'a sort of prize fighting J. P. Morgan'—and Ernest Thompson Seton,
founder of the Boy Scouts, noted approvingly that he never met a lad who would
not rather be Sullivan than Leo Tolstoy."—from the Afterword to the Updated
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EditionElliott J. Gorn's The Manly Art tells the story of boxing's origins and the
sport's place in American culture. When first published in 1986, the book helped
shape the ways historians write about American sport and culture, expanding
scholarly boundaries by exploring masculinity as an historical subject and by
suggesting that social categories like gender, class, and ethnicity can be
understood only in relation to each other.This updated edition of Gorn's highly
influential history of the early prize rings features a new afterword, the author's
meditation on the ways in which studies of sport, gender, and popular culture
have changed in the quarter century since the book was first published. An up-to-
date bibliography ensures that The Manly Art will remain a vital resource for a
new generation.
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