
Australian Army Advisors Transforming
Cambodian Infantry Battalions: An
Unparalleled Journey

War is not always about confrontation or personal gain. Sometimes, it's about
building bridges and providing support to nations in need. In a unique chapter of
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collaboration and partnership, the Australian Army undertook a groundbreaking
mission to train Cambodian infantry battalions, leaving an indelible mark on both
the soldiers and the communities they served.

The Beginning of a Historic Partnership

The history between Australia and Cambodia goes back several decades, with
the two countries maintaining diplomatic relations that have fostered mutual
understanding and cooperation. It was in this spirit that the Australian Army
committed itself to training Cambodian infantry battalions in a collaborative effort
to enhance their capabilities and strengthen their national security.
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The Training Process

The training program commenced with the arrival of Australian Army advisors
who brought with them a wealth of experience, expertise, and a genuine
eagerness to make a difference. The program focused on a wide range of areas,
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including combat tactics, leadership development, logistical management, and
humanitarian assistance.

The advisors spent countless hours working closely with the Cambodian soldiers,
ensuring their skills were honed, and their knowledge expanded. From tactical
drills to classroom sessions, the training encompassed a comprehensive
curriculum designed to enhance the overall operational effectiveness of the
infantry battalions.

A Bonding Beyond Borders

As weeks turned into months, an extraordinary bond began to form between the
Australian Army advisors and their Cambodian counterparts. Language barriers
were overcome, cultural exchanges flourished, and lifelong friendships were
forged.

Far beyond the scope of their immediate training objectives, the Australian Army
advisors acted as mentors, confidants, and brothers-in-arms to the Cambodian
soldiers. This human connection played a vital role in the successful
transformation, instilling confidence and fostering a sense of camaraderie within
the infantry battalions.

Impacts on the Cambodian Infantry Battalions

The thorough training provided by the Australian Army advisors revolutionized the
Cambodian infantry battalions. Multiple areas saw substantial improvements,
notably in tactics, strategical decision-making, and the ability to respond
effectively to different scenarios.

The presence of highly skilled advisors also had a profound impact on the morale
of the infantry battalions. The Cambodian soldiers felt empowered, knowing they



were receiving cutting-edge training from some of the best military minds. The
newfound confidence trickled down through the ranks, transforming the entire
battalion into a cohesive and well-prepared force.

Sustainable Development Beyond the Battlefield

The impact of the Australian Army's training program extended beyond the
battlefield. Through their humanitarian assistance training, the advisors instilled in
the Cambodian soldiers a sense of duty towards their communities. This resulted
in community engagement projects and disaster relief initiatives that provided
much-needed support to vulnerable populations within Cambodia.

Additionally, the knowledge and expertise gained from the training assisted the
Cambodian soldiers in their personal lives as well. Many soldiers went on to
undertake further education, utilizing the skills acquired through the program to
secure better opportunities for themselves and their families.

A Lasting Legacy

As the Australian Army advisors concluded their mission, they left behind a legacy
of strengthened bilateral ties between Australia and Cambodia. The bond formed
between the soldiers transcended borders, leaving an enduring mark on both
nations.

The impact of this collaboration was not confined to the training period alone.
Australian Army advisors returning to their homeland carried with them a
profound appreciation for the Cambodian people and culture, fostering ongoing
connections between the two countries long after their departure.

The Australian Army's training program for Cambodian infantry battalions
undeniably stands as a testament to the power of collaboration and friendship.



Through their tireless efforts, the advisors transformed not only the capabilities of
the soldiers but also the lives of many within the Cambodian communities.

This unique chapter in military cooperation between Australia and Cambodia sets
a remarkable example for nations worldwide, illustrating the immense benefits
that can arise from extending a helping hand to those striving for a better future.

While the training program came to an end, its impact will continue to resonate for
generations to come, reminding us of the significance of shared goals, mutual
respect, and the unwavering commitment to making our world a safer and more
prosperous place.
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By the end of 1971, the hastily raised, poorly trained, and woefully led
Cambodian army had suffered a string of defeats and heavy casualties inflicted
by North Vietnamese army and Viet Cong units. With many of its best infantry
battalions and much of its armour, transport and equipment destroyed, only three
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of its 15 brigade groups were militarily effective. In South Vietnam, America and
its allies were in the process of withdrawing and handing back to the Vietnamese
full responsibility for the conduct of the war. A small group of Australians, which
never numbered more than 30 officers, warrant officers and non-commissioned
officers of the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam, helped train 27 light
infantry battalions of the Cambodian army in South Vietnam during 1972. This
project was, according to one historical study, `a classic example of using special
forces as a force multiplier', and had been `recognised as one of the most
successful foreign internal defence missions of the Vietnam War'. The story of
these few men is told against the background of the war in South Vietnam, and in
particular Phuoc Tuy province, as both sides fought to secure villages and
hamlets during 1972, before the Peace Accords being negotiated in Paris to end
the war were signed. Training the Bodes is an interesting and valuable book that
tells a moving story. The excerpts from letters and reports, and the photographs,
are fascinating. It fills a small gap in Australia's military history.
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