
An Introduction To The Philosophy Of Nicolai
Hartmann

Have you ever wondered about the deep questions concerning the essence of
being? The German philosopher, Nicolai Hartmann, dedicated his life to
unraveling these mysteries through his profound philosophical inquiries. In this
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article, we will delve into the world of Nicolai Hartmann's philosophy, exploring his
key ideas, contributions, and lasting impact on the philosophical landscape.

Understanding Nicolai Hartmann

Nicolai Hartmann was born in Riga, Latvia, in 1882. He embarked on a
remarkable intellectual journey, studying philosophy, law, and economics.
However, it was philosophy that captured Hartmann's true passion, leading him to
become one of the leading figures in 20th-century ontology.
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Hartmann's philosophy can be characterized as a holistic approach that
examines the fundamental principles of reality and beings' place within it. His
works display rigor and depth, exploring concepts such as values, ontology,
ethics, and metaphysics.

The Key Ideas of Nicolai Hartmann

In his groundbreaking work, "Ethics," Hartmann delves into the realm of moral
philosophy. His exploration focuses on the fundamental nature of value, arguing
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that value is not reducible to mere subjective preference. For Hartmann, value is
independent of individual perspectives and possesses an objective reality that
exists across all rational beings.

Another cornerstone of Hartmann's philosophy is his concept of axiology, which
revolves around the study of values and their hierarchy. He proposed a hierarchy
of values, where higher values prevail over lower ones, forming a structured
system that guides human action and decision-making.

Furthermore, Hartmann developed a comprehensive theory of knowledge known
as the "new ontology." He believed that our understanding of reality should not be
limited to external, observable phenomena but should also encompass the inner
nature of things. Hartmann argued that by exploring the essential depths of
objects, we can attain a more complete understanding of the world.

Hartmann's Contributions and Legacy

Nicolai Hartmann's contributions to philosophy are immense. His work expanded
the horizons of ontology, shedding light on the complexities of human existence
and values. His emphasis on the importance of exploring the inner essence of
things has influenced various fields of study beyond philosophy, including
psychology, literature, and art.

Hartmann's notions of value and ethical principles continue to shape
contemporary debates in moral philosophy. His idea of a hierarchical value
system has relevance in understanding societal structures and the significance of
different values in decision-making processes.

Furthermore, Hartmann's methodological clarity and rigorous approach continue
to inspire philosophers to delve into the deep questions surrounding human



existence and the nature of reality. His philosophical works remain essential
reading for those passionate about ontology, ethics, and metaphysics.

Nicolai Hartmann undoubtedly left an indelible mark on the philosophical
landscape. His philosophical inquiries into the nature of reality, values, and ethics
continue to resonate with thinkers across various disciplines. By exploring the
core ideas and contributions of Nicolai Hartmann, we gain valuable insights into
our own existence and the fundamental principles that govern our world.
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Structured to introduce the reader into all aspects of the philosophy of Nicolai
Hartmann (1882-1950),this book aims to stimulate further interest into his
thought. Once considered the most studious and systematic of all the German
philosophers of the twentieth-century, this prolific author has been nearly
forgotten. For many years a student and an admirer of Hartmann's work,
Cicovacki argues that a closer look into Hartmann's ontologically and axiologically
oriented philosophy contains a promise of a vital philosophical orientation,
especially with regard to our understanding of the nature, place, and role of
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humanity in the larger world. "The Analysis of Wonder" - Hartmann's own
definition of philosophy - is an invitation to the readers to challenge their
preconceived and self-interested notions of reality in order to relearn to
appreciate the always changing and conflicting world, in all of its complexity,
richness, and sublimity.
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