
American Made World War II Tanks: The
Powerhouses of the Battlefield

World War II was a time of immense technological advancements, and one area
where the United States excelled was in the manufacturing of tanks. These steel
beasts were the heart and soul of the battlefield, providing crucial support to
American troops during the war. In this article, we will explore the incredible feats
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of engineering behind American-made World War II tanks and their significance in
winning the war.

The Importance of Tanks in World War II

World War II was a global conflict that required innovative and powerful armored
vehicles to gain a tactical advantage on the battlefield. Tanks served as the
backbone of ground operations, providing protection, firepower, and mobility to
the soldiers. They played a vital role in breaking through enemy lines, conducting
reconnaissance missions, and providing support to infantry units.
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American-made tanks were renowned for their durability, reliability, and firepower.
They were a critical asset in the fight against Axis forces, ensuring victory in
major battles such as the Battle of Normandy, the Battle of the Bulge, and the
Pacific island-hopping campaign.

The Evolution of American Tanks

During World War II, the United States developed a variety of tanks that
showcased technological advancements and defined the future of armored
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warfare. From the early M2 Light Tank to the iconic M4 Sherman, American tank
development was driven by the need for improved armor, firepower, and mobility.

The M4 Sherman tank was a game-changer on the battlefield. With its 75mm
gun, sloping armor, and high-speed mobility, it outclassed many of its
counterparts. The Sherman's versatility allowed it to perform various roles, from
infantry support to tank-on-tank combat.
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Another significant American tank was the M26 Pershing. With its powerful 90mm
gun and thick frontal armor, the Pershing was introduced near the end of the war
and proved its worth in the final stages of conflict. It was capable of taking on
German heavy tanks head-on, contributing to the Allies' victories in Europe.

American Tank Crews

Behind every successful tank, there was a highly skilled and courageous crew.
American tank crews were responsible for operating the tanks, maintaining them,
and engaging in combat with the enemy. Tank commanders, gunners, loaders,
and drivers worked together as a cohesive unit, putting their lives on the line to
achieve victory.

Tank crews faced numerous challenges on the battlefield. They had to navigate
treacherous terrain, withstand enemy fire, and adapt to rapidly changing
circumstances. The close-knit bond between crew members was vital in
maintaining morale and overcoming the hardships they encountered.

Legacy and Impact

The American-made tanks of World War II left an indelible mark on the history of
armored warfare. Their superior design and performance showcased the United
States' ability to manufacture cutting-edge military technology. The lessons
learned from these tanks influenced the development of future armored vehicles
and shaped the course of modern warfare.



Today, American tanks are still among the most advanced and formidable in the
world. The technological advancements made during World War II laid the
foundation for the creation of iconic tanks such as the M1 Abrams, which remains
in service and continues to dominate the battlefield.

American-made World War II tanks played a crucial role in the Allied victory,
helping to turn the tide of the war in favor of the Allies. Their technological
advancements, firepower, and mobility ensured they were a force to be reckoned
with on the battlefield. These tanks and the brave men who operated them
showcased the ingenuity and determination of the United States in overcoming
the challenges of war.
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The idea of British soldiers using American tanks was not viewed with a great
deal of enthusiasm by the British Army. They perceived American tanks as being
crudely made, mechanically unsophisticated and impossible to fight in. However,
once British crews got used to them and learned to cope with some of their
difficulties, such as limited fuel capacity and unfamiliar fighting techniques, they
started to see them in a far more positive light, in particular their innate reliability
and simplicity of maintenance.

This book, the last in a three-part series on British Battle Tanks by armour expert
David Fletcher, concentrates on World War II and studies American tanks in
British service, some of which were modified in ways peculiar to the British. It
shows how the number of these tanks increased to the point that they virtually
dominated, as well describing some types, such as the T14 and M26 Pershing,
which were supplied but never used in British service.
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