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Over the years, the Ah 64 Apache helicopter has proven to be an invaluable asset
in combat operations. With its advanced capabilities and state-of-the-art
technology, the Apache has played a crucial role in Operations Enduring

Freedom and Iraqgi Freedom. This article will explore the various units that
operated the Apache during these military campaigns and their significant

contributions to the successful outcomes achieved.

1. 101st Combat Aviation Brigade

The 101st Combat Aviation Brigade, also known as the "Wings of Destiny,"
deployed with the Apache helicopters in support of Operation Enduring Freedom
and later in Operation Iragi Freedom. The unit was responsible for providing close
air support to ground forces, conducting reconnaissance missions, and engaging

enemy targets with unparalleled precision.
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2. 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment

The 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, known as the "Lighthorse Squadron,"
operated the Apache helicopters during both Operations Enduring Freedom and
Iragi Freedom. They played a crucial role in escorting convoys, conducting aerial

reconnaissance, and providing vital fire support to ground troops.

3. 4th Infantry Division

The 4th Infantry Division, along with its Apache units, played a significant role in
the initial invasion of Iragq during Operation Iraqgi Freedom. The division,
nicknamed the "lronhorse Division," conducted numerous combat operations,
including raiding high-value targets and engaging enemy forces with their Apache

helicopters.

4. 1st Battalion, 4th Aviation Regiment

The 1st Battalion, 4th Aviation Regiment, deployed with the Apache helicopters to
support Operation Iragi Freedom. They conducted air assault missions, provided

close air support to ground troops, and conducted reconnaissance to collect
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crucial intelligence. Their contributions were vital in achieving success on the

battlefield.

5. 1st Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment

The 1st Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment, known as the "First Attack," deployed
with the Apache helicopters in support of both Operations Enduring Freedom and
Iragi Freedom. They conducted combat operations, including aerial attacks

against enemy positions, target acquisition, and surveillance missions.

6. 1st Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment

Deployed with the Apache helicopters during Operation Enduring Freedom, the
1st Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment, played a crucial role in providing close air
support, conducting aerial escort missions, and assisting in reconnaissance
efforts. Their presence greatly enhanced the effectiveness of ground forces in

achieving their objectives.

7. 11th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion

The 11th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion operated the Apache helicopters
during Operation Iragi Freedom. They conducted air assault operations, engaged
enemy forces, and provided valuable aerial surveillance and reconnaissance for
ground forces. Their professionalism and expertise were essential in the success

of the operation.

8. 501st Aviation Regiment

The 501st Aviation Regiment, also known as the "Wings of Victory," deployed with
the Apache helicopters to support Operation Enduring Freedom and later in
Operation Iraqi Freedom. They provided vital close air support, conducted aerial
reconnaissance, and engaged enemy targets to ensure the safety and success of

ground operations.



The Ah 64 Apache helicopter units that participated in Operations Enduring
Freedom and Iragi Freedom showcased the immense capabilities of this combat
aircraft. From providing close air support to ground troops, conducting
reconnaissance missions, and engaging enemy forces, the Apache helicopters
played a pivotal role in the success of these military campaigns. The bravery and
dedication of the pilots and ground crews who operated these aircraft cannot be
overstated. The Ah 64 Apache remains one of the most formidable combat

aircraft, proving its worth time and time again in the face of adversity.
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After the attacks on 11 September 2001, Apache units made significant
contributions to the Coalition campaign against Taliban and al-Qaeda forces in
Afghanistan. Functioning as the 'killer' part of US Army Hunter-killer teams,
Apaches sought out and brought overwhelming firepower to bear on Taliban and
al-Qaeda forces, as well as providing direct support to Coalition troops on the
ground. Apaches spearheaded the advance of the 3rd Infantry and the 101st
airborne divisions into Iraq, engaging in some of the heaviest fighting along the

western axis of advance. Weather and enemy fire took a heavy toll on Apaches
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operating in Western Iraq, but the resilience and flexibility of the Apache was

central to the success of this campaign.
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