
22 Yards To Freedom Sport In The Global
Society
The sport of cricket, often referred to as the "22 yards to freedom," has
established itself as one of the most popular and widely played games in the
global society today. With a rich history spanning centuries and an ever-growing
fanbase, cricket has become more than just a game; it has become a unifying
force that transcends borders, cultures, and languages.

The Origins and Evolution of Cricket

Cricket traces its roots back to 16th-century England, where it was played as a
rural pastime by shepherds and farmers. Over time, the sport evolved and gained
popularity among the aristocracy, with matches taking place in prestigious venues
like Lord's and The Oval. As the British Empire expanded, cricket traveled across
the seas to India, Australia, and other corners of the world, becoming an integral
part of the colonial experience.

Today, cricket is played by more than 120 countries worldwide, making it the
second-most popular sport in the world after soccer. Its global reach is immense,
with international tournaments like the ICC Cricket World Cup capturing the
attention of millions of fans and viewers across the globe.
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The Unifying Power of Cricket

Cricket has the unique ability to bring people together, regardless of their
differences. In countries like India and Pakistan, where political tensions run high,
cricket matches between the two nations have often served as a platform for
fostering mutual respect and understanding. The fierce rivalry on the field fades
away as fans come together to celebrate the sport and appreciate each other's
skills.

Moreover, cricket has been instrumental in breaking down barriers and promoting
gender equality. The rise of women's cricket has seen a surge in female
participation, inspiring young girls around the world to pursue their passion for the
sport. The success of teams like the Australian Women's Cricket Team has
shown that cricket is not confined to any gender, but rather a sport that welcomes
and embraces athletes of all backgrounds.

The Economic Impact of Cricket

Cricket is not only a source of joy and entertainment but also a significant
contributor to the global economy. Major cricketing events, such as the Indian
Premier League (IPL),generate substantial revenue through ticket sales,
broadcasting rights, sponsorships, and merchandise. This influx of money
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stimulates local businesses and creates employment opportunities, thus
benefiting both the sporting industry and the broader society economically.

The Future of Cricket

As cricket continues to evolve, it faces new challenges and opportunities in the
global society. The emergence of shorter formats like T20 cricket has attracted a
new generation of fans with its fast-paced and thrilling gameplay. The inclusion of
cricket in the Olympic Games is also a hot topic of discussion, with many
advocating for the sport's presence on the international stage.

Furthermore, advancements in technology have revolutionized the way cricket is
played and experienced. High-definition broadcasts, slow-motion replays, and
real-time analytics have enhanced the viewing experience for fans and provided
valuable insights for players and coaches. It is through these innovations that
cricket reaches an even wider audience and continues to captivate the global
society.

Cricket, the game known as the "22 yards to freedom," holds a special place in
the hearts of millions around the world. Its ability to bridge divides, ignite passion,
and drive economic growth has made it an integral part of the global society. As
cricket continues to evolve and adapt, it will undoubtedly leave a lasting impact
on future generations, bringing people together through the language of sport.
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This is an exacting social history of Indian cricket between 1780 and 1947. It
considers cricket as a derivative sport, creatively adapted to suit modern Indian
socio-cultural needs, fulfil political imperatives and satisfy economic aspirations.
 Majumdar argues that cricket was a means to cross class barriers and had a
healthy following even outside the aristocracy and upper middle classes well over
a century ago. Indeed, in some ways, the democratization of the sport anticipated
the democratization of the Indian polity itself.

Boria Majumdar reveals the appropriation, assimilation and subversion of
cricketing ideals in colonial and post-colonial India for nationalist ends. He
exposes a sport rooted in the contingencies of the colonial and post-colonial
context of nineteenth- and twentieth-century India. Cricket, to put it simply, is
much more than a ‘game’ for Indians.

This study describes how the genealogy of their intense engagement with cricket
stretches back over a century. It is concerned not only with the game but also
with the end of cricket as a mere sport, with Indian cricket’s commercial revolution
in the 1930s, with ideals and idealism and their relative unimportance, with the
decline of morality for reasons of realpolitik, and with the denunciation, once and
for all, of the view that sport and politics do not mix.   
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This book was previously published as a special issue of the International Journal
of the History of Sport 
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