
10 Tips For Increasing Your Chances For
Getting Into Film Festivals

Joining film festivals is a dream for many aspiring filmmakers. It is a platform to
showcase your creative work, gain recognition, and network with industry
professionals. However, getting selected for film festivals can be a challenging
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task with intense competition. To increase your chances of acceptance, here are
ten valuable tips to consider:

1. Research and Choose the Right Festivals

Start by researching the various film festivals and identifying the ones that align
with your genre, style, and target audience. Look for festivals that have a history
of selecting films similar to yours. This will increase your chances of connecting
with the right audience and judges who appreciate your work.
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2. Understand Submission Guidelines

Every film festival has specific submission guidelines, including deadlines,
formats, and submission fees. Thoroughly read and understand these guidelines
to avoid unnecessary disqualification. Pay close attention to the required file
formats, duration limits, and any additional materials they may require.

3. Perfect Your Film's Packaging

Your film's packaging plays a crucial role in catching the attention of festival
programmers and judges. Ensure that your film has a compelling title, an
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engaging poster or thumbnail, and a well-written synopsis that clearly
communicates your film's intent and story. You want to create intrigue and
generate interest right from the start.

4. Focus on Production Quality

Festivals often receive numerous submissions, so ensure that your film stands
out in terms of production quality. Invest time in post-production to ensure high-
quality audio and video. Solid production values will show the festival organizers
that you took your project seriously and deliver a polished final product.

5. Submit Early

Submitting your film early has several advantages. Firstly, you avoid last-minute
technical glitches that may arise. Secondly, early submissions often receive more
attention from programmers who have ample time to review your film. Lastly,
some festivals offer discounted submission fees for early birds, saving you some
money.

6. Create an Eye-Catching Trailer

Trailers are an essential tool to promote your film. Create a compelling and
visually appealing trailer that entices the audience and highlights the best
elements of your movie. A well-crafted trailer can generate curiosity and make the
festival selection committee eager to watch your full film.

7. Leverage Your Network

Networking is crucial in the film industry. Leverage your connections and engage
with others in the field to increase your chances of getting into film festivals.
Attend industry events, join online communities, and connect with industry
professionals who can provide guidance and recommendations.



8. Submit to Smaller Festivals

While everyone dreams of premiering at prestigious festivals, smaller festivals
provide excellent opportunities to gain recognition and build your reputation.
These festivals often have less competition, making it easier to get noticed.
Building a portfolio of successful screenings at smaller festivals can increase your
chances of being accepted into larger ones.

9. Engage on Social Media

Social media platforms can be powerful tools to promote your film and generate
buzz around your work. Create accounts on relevant platforms and engage with
your target audience. Share behind-the-scenes photos, updates, and teasers to
create anticipation and excitement among potential festival-goers.

10. Learn from Feedback

Even if your film is not selected, don't let it discourage you. Request feedback
from festivals and industry professionals on your submission. Constructive
criticism can help you identify areas of improvement for future projects. Use this
feedback to refine your skills and make your next film even better.

Remember, getting into film festivals requires persistence, patience, and
continuous improvement. Follow these tips, learn from industry experts, and keep
creating remarkable films that stand out from the crowd. Your dedication and
talent will eventually be recognized by the film festival circuit.
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10 Tips for Increasing Your Chances of Getting into Film Festivals describes how
to select the festivals where you have the best chance for being selected and
suggests ways to up the likelihood your film will be selected. Some of the
strategies described include entering early, writing compelling letters and press
releases to show how your film is aligned with the goals of the festival, and more.
The book is formatted like a journal, so readers can write down their ideas for
what to do after reading each tip.The book is part of a series of short books, in
which each book features tips and techniques for becoming more successful in
the film industry.GINI GRAHAM SCOTT, PhD is a screenplay writer, indie film
producer, and TV game/reality show developer, plus a nonfiction writer who has
published over 200 books, 50 for traditional publishers and 150 for her own
company Changemakers Publishing. She also writes, reviews, and ghostwrites
scripts and books for clients. She has written scripts for 20 feature films and has
written and executive produced 10 films and TV projects.
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